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IV

(Notices)

NOTICES FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES

COUNCIL

Conclusions of the Council and of the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States,
meeting within the Council, on the Work Plan for Culture 2008-2010

(2008/C 143/06)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPRESENTA- 6

TIVES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES, MEETING
WITHIN THE COUNCIL,

1. Recalling the objectives assigned to the European Com-
munity in the field of culture by Article 151 of the Treaty
establishing the European Community.

2. Acknowledging that the first Council Work Plan for Culture
2002-2004 was an important step towards more structured
working procedures, and that the second Work Plan for
Culture 2005-2006, which was extended until the end of
2007, has further strengthened the aspiration towards a
practical, focused and result-oriented approach.

3. Having regard to the Commission’s Communication of
10 May 2007 on a European Agenda for Culture in a Globa-
lizing World (") that represents an important step towards
further developing cooperation in the cultural field and
increasing the coherence and visibility of European action in
this field.

4. Having regard to the Council Resolution of 16 November
2007 on a European Agenda for Culture (*) endorsing
priority areas of action for the period 2008-2010 in the
context of the strategic objectives of the European Agenda
for Culture.

5. Having regard to the introduction of the open method of
coordination by the Council Resolution of 16 November
2007 as an overall new way of cooperation in the field of
culture that provides a flexible and non-binding framework
and fosters exchanges of best practices.

(") Doc.9496/07 and ADD 1.
() 0JC287,29.11.2007,p. 1.

. Having regard to the five priority areas of action as defined

in the above Council Resolution, which should guide the
setting of policy priorities for the period of 2008-2010,
while fully respecting the prerogatives of the European
Commission.

AGREE:

— to pursue under each priority area the activities listed in
Annex I, which can be reviewed in order to better focus
on concrete results,

— to establish working groups composed of experts from
Member States on the basis of the principles and
mandates defined in Annex I and II and to follow their
work,

— to invite each Presidency to build on the achievements of
the Work Plan as well as to report on the implementa-
tion of the latter,

— to invite the Member States and the Commission to regu-
larly consult the stakeholders regarding the implementa-
tion of the Work Plan to ensure the relevance and visibi-
lity of the activities,

— to invite the Commission, in consultation with and on
the basis of voluntary contributions from Member States,
to report on developments both at mid-term and at the
end of the period covered by the Work Plan.

WELCOME:

The intention of the Commission to support Member States’
actions in implementing the Work Plan as set out in Annex L.
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ANNEX II

Working groups to be set up in implementation of the Council Work Plan for Culture 2008-2010

Principles relating to the setting up and functioning of the working groups

— The participation of Member States in the work of the groups is voluntary and Member States can join them at any

moment.

— Each Member State interested in participating in the work of the working groups will nominate an expert as a

member of a working group. The expert should ideally have a mix of operational and policy experience in the relevant
field at a national level. Member States can invite other experts or officials to attend the meetings of the working
groups as observers.

Each working group can decide to invite experts from other fields to contribute to the work of the group as deemed
necessary.

The working groups will be responsible for deciding which Member State or Member States, among those who have
expressed their wish to do so, will be chairing the groups.

The functioning of these groups will be entirely transparent so that all Member States are kept duly informed of the
work of the groups, irrespective of their degree of participation in a given area. The chairs of the working groups will
regularly (once per Presidency) report to the Cultural Affairs Committee on the progress of work in the respective
working groups. The Cultural Affairs Committee will be given an opportunity to give guidance to the working groups
in order to guarantee the desired outcome and the coordination of the groups’ work.

The working groups will submit a mid-term report by July 2009 on the work carried out thus far, which will feed
into the final report on the implementation of the Council Work Plan for Culture 2008-2010.

The Commission will support the work of the working groups by launching studies relevant to their field of work and
it will provide logistical and secretarial support to the work of the groups.




