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2020 priorities – Members’ policy consultation 

This consultation presents draft policy demands prepared by the Culture Action Europe office and Executive Committee on the basis of the discussion paper discussed at the last General Assembly, and on the numerous comments received since then. 

The draft policy demands are structured under three main headings, that count in turn 8 sub-headings. Under those sub-headings, we currently list 28 potential policy demands. Those policy demands were selected because of their key importance for the arts and culture sector at large, and for their potential success rate in the short, medium and long term. They were of course developed taking stock of our policy actions of the last years, of the work of the ‘structured dialogue platforms’, and of our members’ advocacy statements. 

This consultation paper is a work in progress, and we are aware that the list of topics covered is not comprehensive.  Under each thematic list of demands, please tell us if you agree with those demands, if additional demands should be added to our common advocacy agenda, and if you believe in their capacity to mobilise the sector and impact decision makers. 

Don’t worry if you cannot contribute to each sub-heading, what is important for us is to receive feedback on topics that matter to the different sectoral interests and disciplines represented within our membership. 

We hope that this consultation will give us an opportunity to open a broad debate on those issues within our membership, so do not be afraid to raise uncomfortable questions! 

Structure of the consultation:

1. Access to culture for all

· Public policies and actions should encourage practice of the arts, and active citizens’ participation in artistic and cultural projects

· Every child in Europe should have access to quality arts education 

· Civic engagement through arts and culture should be promoted

2. Support to arts production 

· Artists and cultural professionals should evolve in a professional environment that allows for good working conditions and fair remunerations

· Public cultural policies should be designed with civil society structures that support the arts and cultural sector, and funding opportunities should better match the reality of the cultural actors

· Member States should recommit to significant EU action in the fields of arts and culture, complemented by strengthened coordination at all levels of cultural policymaking 

· The cultural dimension of creativity should be integrated in social and economic strategies 

3. Cultural co-operation

· Impediments to mobility should be urgently lifted 

· Arts and culture should be integrated into all relevant European external strategies 
1. Access to culture for all

A. PARTICIPATION

· Public policies and actions should encourage practice of the arts, and active citizens’ participation in artistic and cultural projects
( Cultural organisations’ outreach, audience development and educational programmes should be supported and appropriately funded, especially when targeted to reach out to marginalised groups 

( Public authorities should develop financial and policy means to enhance citizens’ access to digital media, and the use of those media by the artistic and cultural sectors 

( Citizens’ volunteering in cultural organisations, especially by young people, should be encouraged through specific programmes 

Participation in cultural life is a cultural right. How to enhance the conditions of this participation? Comment améliorer les conditions de cette participation ?Please give us concrete ideas on the public support the cultural sector needs to reach out to a broader audience. Donnez nous des idées concretes du type de soutien public qui pourrait aider les acteurs culturels à developper cette participation ?
	


B. EDUCATION

· Every child in Europe should have access to quality arts education 


( Arts education should be integrated into the compulsory curricula (programme obligatoire)of all schools across Europe to the age of 16

( Training schemes should equip all teachers with the knowledge and pedagogical skills to facilitate children’s access to and experimentation of the arts. All teachers should understand the value of using the arts across the curriculum. 
( Every school in the EU should have a long-term structured partnership with an artist or a cultural organization

( ‘After school’ arts frameworks should offer children additional opportunities to access and practice the arts which young people would be able to access irrespective of ability to pay 
Education is an announced priority of the future strategies of the EU. How to make sure arts education is recognised in this context? Comment s’assurer que l’éducation artistique est reconnue et soutenue dans ce contexte ?Do you agree with the stated objectives? Is the formulation of those overarching demands matching the current reality of arts education across Europe?  Any other concrete demands? 

	


C. CITIZENSHIP

· Civic engagement through arts and culture should be promoted (les arts et la culture doivent être reconnus comme un espace d’engagement citoyen).
( Artists and arts projects should be integrated into programmes and policies aimed at engaging citizens in public debates 

( Integration policies should support arts and cultural activities working with people of migrant background and cultural minorities

( Cultural organisations should develop their internal diversity policies (including staff and board development) 


Any concrete examples of good practices or specific frameworks public policies should support to promote citizenship development, diversity and intercultural action? Pouvez vous donner des exemples concrets de bonnes pratiques que les politiques publiques pourraient soutenir afin de developer le role des arts dans le dialogue citoyen la diverstité et l’action culturelle ?  Any specific requests concerning the Culture programme or other EU programme? 

	


2. Support to arts production 

A. REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

· Artists and cultural professionals should evolve in a professional environment that allows for good working conditions and fair remunerations
( The increasingly project-based, highly mobile artistic and creative workforce should be addressed by overarching employment policies and initiatives 

( Social security schemes should be customized to accommodate the needs of mobile artists and cultural professionals 

( Fair remuneration of artists and creators in the digital environment should be addressed by both the EU and its Member States 

To advocate for the rights of artists and other cultural professionals within national and EU employment/social security/copyrights frameworks, we need concrete examples of problems faced and ideas for innovative solutions. Let’s open this complex but key debate! 

	


B. POLICYMAKING AND FUNDING  

· Public cultural policies should be designed with civil society structures that support the arts and cultural sector, and funding opportunities should better match the reality of the cultural actors
( Member States, as well as regional and local authorities, should develop consultation processes that ensure the participation of civil society representatives in cultural policymaking, monitoring and evaluation of public actions

( Public authorities and civil society should jointly develop new participatory models for the management of cultural infrastructures 

( Access and sustainability of funding should be made easier through improved information, adapted financial regulations for not for profits, etc. 

Participation of civil society in cultural policymaking has been recognised at European level. What about the other levels of governance? Concretely, what type of dialogue would you like to see established at local, regional or national levels? And what are the other impediments to access public funding than the ones listed? 

	


C. EUROPEAN ACTION AND COORDINATION

· Member States should recommit to significant EU action in the fields of arts and culture, complemented by strengthened coordination at all levels of cultural policymaking 
( The future generation of EU programmes (2014-2020) should integrate support to arts and culture in all relevant action fields (culture, education, youth, citizenship, research, regional development, external action, etc.) 

( The future Culture programme should be thoroughly reviewed in partnership with civil society organisations, its objectives should better match the needs of the sector and the overarching political objectives of the European agenda, and its budget should be increased 

( European coordination units should be set up in all national ministries of culture to better co-ordinate the Member states’ engagement in the Open Method of Coordination, the consultation of cultural actors at national level on European issues, and the involvement of all relevant public authorities (regions, cities, parliaments, etc.)

( Local, regional and national public authorities should develop the European dimension of their cultural policies and actions to complement initiatives taken at EU level (residencies schemes, matching funds, travel grants, support to co-operations, co-productions and distribution, etc.)

( A targeted funding tool within EU cohesion policies should be created in order to support the development of the cultural sector in Eastern and Southern Europe 

Demands concerning the future generation of EU programmes, including of course the Culture programme, will be at the heart of our future campaign.  Please state here all your concrete ideas to improve the programmes, as well as ideas to improve the Member states co-operation in the OMC. 

	


D. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INNOVATION

· The cultural dimension of creativity should be integrated in social and economic strategies 
( Artists and cultural professionals should take part in the debates on the challenges affecting economic and social models 


( Pioneer artists and cultural actors exploring new employment and economic models (i.e. social economy, non commercial exchanges, fair trade, etc.) should be supported and invited to share their experiences 

( Innovative projects breaking conventional barriers and experimenting new partnerships (public/private, industry/non industry, cultural/social, artistic/economic, etc.) should receive appropriate support in EU policies and programmes

The term ‘creativity’ has become a key motto in all-overarching EU strategies. How to make sure culture doesn’t dissolve in this new paradigm? How do we position arts and culture in relation to the cultural industries and to creativity, and what can we bring to the economic debates? Gives us example of good practices in this field! 

	


3. Cultural co-operation

A. MOBILITY

· Impediments to mobility should be urgently lifted 

( Access to visas for artists and cultural professionals should be simplified in the context of a review of overarching EU countries’ visa policies for third country professionals 

( Member states and all relevant public authorities should create national and local funding opportunities (travel grants, matching funds to international grants, residency schemes, etc.) to support cultural cooperation and the mobility of individual artists and professionals

A lot of recommendations have already been formulated in the field of mobility. But how to overcome the obstacles relating to complex political realities of increasingly closed EU borders?  And what type of support from the national and local level to trans-border cultural co-operation? 

	


B. INTERNATIONAL ACTION

· Arts and culture should be integrated into all relevant European external strategies 

( EU instruments, policies and programmes aimed at supporting a partner country (accession candidate, neighbor or third country) in its development, governance transformation or integration in the global market should include an arts and culture strand 

( EU institutions and Member States should set up capacity-building schemes to strengthen the representation and participation of artists, cultural professionals and civil society actors in third countries 

Any concrete examples of projects/actions to be supported by EU external policies and programmes? Any good practices funded by national agencies, foundations or other sources of funding? 
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